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SOUTH CAROLINA STATE MUSEUM

State Museum Commission and SCSM Foundation
Meeting Minutes
March 26, 2026

Commissioners Present: Chairman John F. McCabe, Lori Arledge, Sharon Bryant, James
Gergen, Les Hendricks, Robin McNair, Dr. Alexander Patrick

Commissioners Absent: Gray Culbreath, Myers Jordan, Jed Suddeth

Foundation members Present: Chairman Geoffrey Hardee, Regina Brown, Charles Duke llI,
Colonel Claude Eichelberger, Jack Hoey, Emilie Lewis, Jane Robelot, Alexandra Stathakis

Foundation members Absent: Inmediate Past Chairwoman Rita Bragg Caughman, Secretary
Phillip Simoneaux, Davis Barnes, Maryanne Belser, Roger Blau, Debbie Durban, Victoria
Eslinger, Tara Godbolt, Elizabeth Hutton, Blake Montgomery, Nonie Price, Dedee Rowe,
Rodger Stroup, Adam Vance, Deborah Vandeventer, Treasurer Margaret Wallace, Beth Webb

Staff Present: Amy Bartow-Melia, Dr. Jeffrey Brodie, Emily Gallo, Mary Kathryne Wadford,
Sheri Zagata

I. Call to Order: The March meeting of the South Carolina State Museum Commission was
called to order at 12:52 pm by Chairman John F. McCabe.

II. Approval of minutes: The minutes from the January 2026 Commission meeting were
approved unanimously.

lll. Executive Director’s Report:

a. Legislative Update: Chief of Staff Emily Gallo reviewed the status of Museum’s
budget request submissions for FY26-27 with the Museum Commission. Ms.
Gallo proceeded to give a finance and attendance update for the Museum YTD.
The museum team is currently working on the agency wide budget for the next
fiscal year for Commissioners to review at the July meeting.

b. Executive Director Amy Bartow-Melia and Chief Engagement and Content Officer
Dr. Jeffrey Brodie presented the 100% RTE Master Plan prepared by roto in
detail.

c. Dr. Brodie reminded the Commission of the InventEd Summit on Oct 22 -23,
2026 that will be held at the museum.

IV. Foundation Updates: Foundation Executive Director Mary Kathryne Wadford provided
operational updates for the SCSM Foundation. Ms. Wadford presented financial data from
the Foundation. Future events were presented including Friday Night Laser Lights, a 5K run
and the Gala.
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V. Old & New Business:

a. Chairman John F. McCabe thanked everyone for traveling to Anderson for the
joint meeting. He also thanked board member Ms. Alexandria Stathakis for

hosting. Mr. McCabe introduced Mr. Les Hendricks as the newest commissioner
for District 3.

b. Ms. Bartow-Melia gave an overview of a letter drafted by the American Alliance
of Museums regarding funding sources for the Museum field across the nation.
The Commission voted unanimously to sign on to an American Alliance of
Museums museum-wide funding letter.

c. The Commission voted unanimously for the SCSM to reestablish the Abandoned
Cultural Property Board and approved the 5 board members proposed by
Museum staff. The purpose of the board was shared with the Commission via
read-ahead documentation provided by Museum staff.

d. Ms. Bartow-Melia provided an overview of objects in the collection related to a
previously discussed news article and were alerted that Ms. Gallo would follow
up with documentation regarding these objects.

VI. Adjournment: The meeting was motioned to adjourn at 1:26 PM by Chairman McCabe. The
next Museum Commission meeting will take place at the South Carolina State Museum on
May 27, 2026 at 11:30 AM. The next meeting of the SCSM Foundation will take place on
Thursday, May 28" at 12:00 PM.



