
  

 

 

   
 

State Museum Commission Meeting Minutes 
May 27, 2026 

South Carolina State Museum – Gervais St. Room 
 

Commissioners Present: Chairman John F. McCabe, Lori Arledge, Sharon Bryant, Gray 
Culbreath, James Gergen, Les Hendricks*, Myers Jordan, Dr. Alexander Patrick, Jed Suddeth* 
 
Commissioners Absent: Robin McNair 
 
Staff Present: Amy Bartow-Melia, Doug Beermann, Sonja Bradford, Dr. Jeffrey Brodie, 
Rebekah Furey, Emily Gallo, Dr. Ramon Jackson, Paul Matheny, Robyn Thiesbrummel, Mary 
Kathryne Wadford, Sheri Zagata, 
 
Others Present: Tony Denny  
 
* = virtual participant 
 
I. Call to Order: The May meeting of the South Carolina State Museum Commission was 

called to order at 11:31 AM by Chairman John F. McCabe.   
 
II. Approval of minutes: The minutes from the March 2026 Joint Commission and Board 

meeting were approved unanimously.  
 

III. Introduction: The Liollio team introduced themselves and gave a summary of their portfolio 
and how they will be involved in the Reimagine the Experience project. There will be an 
update given at the September Joint Commission and Board meeting regarding pricing and 
scaling based on the master plan developed by roto.   
 

IV. Executive Director’s Report:  
 

a. Ms. Rebekah Furey, Collections Manager, gave an update on the museum’s 
compliance with NAGPRA.  The itemized list of all objects in the collection to be 
provided to NAGPRA is on target to be completed by the 2029 deadline. 

b. Chairman McCabe called a motion for the commission to enter into executive 
session.  All were in favor of and approved the motion. The commission 
discussed a legal matter while in executive session. Chairman John F. McCabe 
motioned to move out of executive session, and all were in favor.  

c. Legislative update: Mr. Tony Denny gave an update on the state budget process 
for the upcoming fiscal year.  Budgets should be determined by June 10th 
following conference committee and will then go to the Governor for final review.  

d. Ms. Amy Bartow-Melia, Executive Director, gave a Hiring Update identifying the 
new staff members that have been added since the last Commission meeting.  

e. Ms. Bartow-Melia gave a Finance Update and shared that a detailed plan for 
FY27-28 budget requests will be discussed at the July Commission meeting.  

f. Mr. Doug Beermann, Chief Revenue and Operations Officer, updated the 
Commission on the Museum Attendance and Revenue numbers for the current 
fiscal year. 



  

 

 

   
 

g. Ms. Bartow-Melia announced Upcoming Events including the opening of the new 
American Battleground: South Carolina’s Revolution exhibit celebrating the 250th 
anniversary of the nation.  The Commission members were invited to join Dr. Jeff 
Brodie to see the progress on the 3rd floor on the museum. Ms. Bartow-Melia also 
gave a summary of the AAM annual meeting in Philadelphia, PA.  

 
V. Foundation Updates: Foundation Executive Director Mary Kathryne Wadford provided 

operational updates for the SCSM Foundation. Ms. Wadford presented financial data from 
the Foundation. Hope Watson, the new Director of Philanthropy for the SCSM Foundation, 
will be officially introduced during the next meeting of the Commission.  
 

VI. Old & New Business:  
 

a. Chairman McCabe thanked everyone for attending today's meeting.  It was 
announced that some staff were immediately leaving to attend the Memorial 
Service of Mr. Carey Shackleford. 

 
VII. Adjournment: The meeting was motioned to adjourn at 12:47 PM by Chairman McCabe. 

The next Museum Commission meeting will take place at the South Carolina State Museum 
on July 29, 2026, at 11:30 AM.    
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


